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To whom it may concern:
Hello! I am a developer in communications with a background in social and digital media along with journalistic

research and writing. I grew up in the farmland of central Illinois but have been a proud Kentuckian for a decade.  Along
with a love of storytelling, I am dedicated to improving my community. The desire to make tomorrow better than today is
why I became a journalist and advocate. Along with my previous jobs, I’ve volunteered for various organizations:
American Red Cross, United Way, American Cancer Society, etc. I’m currently the Marketing Coordinator for the National
Stem Cell Foundation and volunteer as the Director of Development for Girls With Guts. The call for public service has led
to numerous volunteer opportunities, life-altering adventures, and meaningful relationships locally & nationally.

In the past 13 years, I have become a “Jane of all trades” in media while developing connections with public
leaders, charity sponsors, and regular members of the community. I was raised to work and study hard, which allowed
me to graduate college early with extracurricular activities that included working at a local television station. I first
learned about broadcast production, but that has expanded into writing, graphic design, social media management,
public relations, and customer service over the years. As a newscast producer, I managed multiple daily projects, created
award-winning content, and consistently met daily deadlines. After producing newscasts for various time shifts, I was
promoted as WPSD’s first-ever executive producer of digital media in 2017. In that role I managed a team on larger
projects, learned how to troubleshoot technology, and found incredible stories of Kentuckians great and small. Along
with administrative work, I taught myself how to create and manage ways to connect with viewers including apps for
smartphones and streaming devices. I was also raised to be honest and do all the good I can; so I volunteer when I can. I
organized West Kentucky American Red Cross’s largest fundraiser in 2017 and 2018. Not only did I schedule and manage
volunteers, but I also put in some elbow grease to clean, prep, and cook!

Communication is fundamental to building relationships for a successful organization. Since moving to central
Kentucky, I have been able to hone in my skills on building connections whether it be with customers, fellow journalists,
or donors. I continue to use my production skills while researching markets to identify who to contact for a possible story
at the National Stem Cell Foundation. And through my work on their social media platforms, I have doubled the amount
of individual digital donations. I have also created valuable relationships with sponsors while volunteering and applying
for grants for Girls With Guts. Through these relationships, I have brought in $80,000+ of monetary and in-kind
donations. As the organization’s Director of Development I have also worked on programs from media partnerships to
public relations to creating a diversity board.

Even as a young, small-town girl in Illinois, Kentucky has always held a special place in my heart. I eventually fell
in love with a man from Louisville and moved to this great state. My adventures through nature, studies about history,
and connections with community members push me every day to find new ways to help others. I look forward to
meeting you and discussing the goals of your department. I can send recommendation letters from various colleagues
upon request and invite you to see my visual and written work by visiting www.mandabargermedia.com
Sincerely,

Manda E. Barger
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